
 
Summer Assignment Instructions For AP Government (U.S. & Comparative) 

 

First of all, welcome to AP Government at Westfield High School.  We hope 
your summer is restful and that you are able to come back this fall ready to 
tackle the rigors of the senior year.   
 
To help prepare you for your AP Government experience, we have compiled a 
summer assignment that is informative, that provides you with some 
requisite knowledge for our courses, and that models the type of subject 
matter you will be exposed to throughout the year.   
 
First off, note that as a departure from previous years, you will NOT be 
required to purchase a supplemental reader!  All readings are to be accessed 
digitally through a dedicated Google folder (See below for link).   
 
Your task is to read and prepare for a multiple choice assessment covering 
all material assigned. The assessment will be given soon after our return to 
school.  
 
Link to assignment folder:   
 
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0VEPocyXpsJZDlaYmFyNENZQnc  
(Use your fcpsschools.net username and password to gain access) 
 
Please contact Mr. Gibbs, or Mr. DeRusso in the tech office, if you encounter 
trouble accessing the folder. 

 

Tips & Suggestions:  
 
Much of what you will encounter amounts to advanced college-level 
reading. Read for main ideas and concepts, rather than focusing on 
memorizing facts. Example: You will NOT be expected to identify specific 
numerical Federalist Papers (i.e. #10 vs. #39), but you will be assessed on 
the major themes that are discussed within the assigned Federalist 
Papers as a whole.  
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0VEPocyXpsJZDlaYmFyNENZQnc


We strongly urge you to write a 3 to 5 sentence summary of each reading. 
If you find yourself unable to write a coherent summary, then consider 
that you will likely need to read the material again. Your summary should 
convey that you truly understand the main ideas. 
 
Next, write down one question you have about the reading.  A relevant 
question could be: 

a. a general question about a key or unfamiliar concept discussed in 
the reading. 

b. a question that you think a teacher would ask and expect to be 
answered in class. 
 

     Time permitting, we will engage in class discussions prior to the test 
     that will center on the questions you and your fellow students prepare.   

__________________________ 

Some sample multiple choice questions: 
 
1. The Federalist Papers were: 
|a) essays in support of ratification of the Constitution. 
b) the original name of the constitution written by the Constitutional  
    Convention. 
c) newspapers which backed the Federalist Party in early U.S. elections. 
d) the notes that George Washington took at the Constitutional Convention. 
e) essays written that were critical of the Constitution. 

2. Which of the following statements is incorrect? 
a) There is genuine controversy over how the Constitution should be read. 
b) The framers' intent is clear with regard to most constitutional provisions. 
c) The Constitution has been interpreted in various ways over the years. 
d) The Constitution is viewed today in the same way by liberals and  
    conservatives. 
 
3. According to John P. Roche, the framers of the Constitution did all of the  
    following EXCEPT: 
a) risk their political fortunes by opposing established doctrines of state  
    sovereignty. 
b) establish a political framework despite the lack of popular acceptance. 
c) refuse to establish centralized authority over the legislative process. 
d) work within the confines of public approval. 


