
Counselor Presentation for Families

Westfield HS 

Senior College Night 
GO Bulldogs!
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Post-Secondary Options for Graduates

4 Year College 2 year College

MilitaryGap Year

Apprenticeship Employment



Class of 2023 Stats
Top Schools 2023 WHS grads:

1. NOVA (127)
2. GMU (79)
3. VCU (43)
4. VT (38)
5. JMU (31)
6. UVA (12)
7. ODU (11)
8. William & Mary (8)
9. CNU & Mary Wash



Northern VA Community 
College (NOVA)

Certificate Programs (less than 2 years)
➢ Certificate Programs: Cybersecurity, Culinary Arts, Engineering 

Technology

➢ Career Studies Programs: Collision Repair Technology, Social Media, 
Retail Management

 Associate Degrees – and Transfer Pathways
➢ Advance Program

➢ Guaranteed Admission Agreements



 Current Themes in 
College Admissions

● Emphasis on simplifying the process
● Covid-19 collides with test-optional 

movement
● Renewed focus on the core academic record
● Increased selectivity among top schools, 

providing more opportunities at less 
competitive institutions

● Direct Admission



Factors in Admission Decisions

Student Perspective:

Students overemphasize the importance of: 
● Admission Test Scores
● Extracurricular Activities
● Work Experience

Students underemphasize the importance of:
● Strength of curriculum 

Source: NACAC/Harris Poll Study





College Preparation Timeline

Transcript 
Request

Consent to 
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Complete 
Application! Scholarships
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02
Counselor Rec 

Request*
04
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FAFSA
06



Consent to Release
Waiving your rights lets colleges 
know that you don't plan to 
read your recommendations. 

This helps reassure colleges that 
the letters are candid and 
truthful. Some recommenders 
may only write a letter if you 
have waived your rights  

-Common App



Important Steps For Students

● Finalize Your College List (Choose @ least 3 schools; 
one should be Likely*)

● Submit your Consent Form/Transcript Requests

● Talk to your counselor to request a recommendation

● Use a tracking tool that works for you

● Pay attention to deadlines

● Utilize Naviance & Schoology: Senior Folder 

https://westfieldhs.fcps.edu/student-services/transcript-requests
https://www.fcps.edu/naviance
https://lms.fcps.edu/course/6825939027/materials?f=742025358


Paying for  College/Financial Aid

● Register for an FSA ID, which serves as your 
FAFSA e-signature. 

● If you are attending a college that requires it, 
complete the CSS Profile

● Watch for Financial Aid events in December or 
January.

● Complete the FAFSA when it opens in 
December.

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


Paying for  College/Scholarships

● Consider colleges that offer merit scholarships 
Be sure to research any deadline associated 
with these school-based merit scholarships.

● Search for scholarships on Naviance, the FCPS 
college & career platform.

● Check out other scholarship websites as well, 
such as FastWeb and Niche

https://www.fcps.edu/naviance
https://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.niche.com/colleges/scholarships/


SAT/ACT & Test Optional 

If you choose to send scores, be aware of the 
following:

● Westfield does not send SAT/ACT scores
● Students can request scores directly through 

their account @ College Board or ACT 

If you don’t want to submit your scores or do not 
plan on taking the SAT or ACT

● Check college websites, Naviance, or FairTest 
to confirm test optional status

●

https://fairtest.org/test-optional-list/


Upcoming Events
FCPS College Fair
Sunday, October 15, 4 - 7 pm
Eagle Bank Arena at George Mason University

FCPS Postsecondary Planning Event
Monday, October 16 and Tuesday, October 17
Virtual - from 5 - 8 pm
Sessions offered to help students be better prepared 
for whatever’s next!



Upcoming Events

College Access Fairfax Paying for College
Saturday, October 28 and Tuesday, November 14
Virtual 

College Access Fairfax Scholarship 101
Saturday, November 18 and Tuesday, November 28
Virtual



Counselor Contacts

Jim Franklin jsfranklin@fcps.edu (A-BEH)
Caitlin Ivey CMIvey@fcps.edu  (BEI-CRO)

Subschool 1
Jen Fargo jkfargo@fcps.edu (IL-LA) 
Donna Leone dmleone@fcps.edu (LE-MEL)

Subschool 3

Jimmy Vasquez JVasquez1@fcps.edu  (CRP-GAO)
Dana Hughes dghughes@fcps.edu (GAP-IK)

Subschool 2
Kaitlyn Huizing knhuizing@fcps.edu (MEM-PAL)
Nicole Shaw ntshaw@fcps.edu (PAM-ROS)

Subschool 4

Subschool 5
Ariana Larson alarson@fcps.edu  (ROT-TIM)
Bobbi Snyder bjsnyder@fcps.edu (TIN-Z)

mailto:jsfranklin@fcps.edu
mailto:CMIvey@fcps.edu
mailto:jkfargo@fcps.edu
mailto:dmleone@fcps.edu
mailto:JVasquez1@fcps.edu
mailto:dghughes@fcps.edu
mailto:knhuizing@fcps.edu
mailto:ntshaw@fcps.edu
mailto:alarson@fcps.edu
mailto:bjsnyder@fcps.edu


College & Career Specialist

 Laura Cudahy
Room: G110, Hours:  8am-3:30pm 

lqcudahy@fcps.edu
College & Career Exploration

Financial Aid/Scholarships
Job and Volunteer Opportunities

Career Education/Apprenticeships
Military - Gap Year

mailto:lqcudahy@fcps.edu


Helpful Resources

● College Access Fairfax
● Naviance
● FCPS College & Career Google 

Site
● Opportunities Handbook
● Common App
● Northern Va Community College 

(NOVA)

● FAFSA
● SAT Dates & Deadlines
● ACT Dates and Deadlines
● CSS Profile
● Transcript Requests

https://collegeaccessfairfax.org/
https://www.fcps.edu/naviance
https://sites.google.com/fcpsschools.net/college-and-career-resources/home
https://sites.google.com/fcpsschools.net/college-and-career-resources/home
https://issuu.com/ecmc_outreach/docs/2023-2024-va-opps-book
https://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.nvcc.edu/admissions/apply/index.html
https://www.nvcc.edu/admissions/apply/index.html
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/registration/dates-deadlines
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act.html
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
https://westfieldhs.fcps.edu/student-services/transcript-requests

